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JAN OTRĘBSKI'S WORKS ON THE BALTIC LANGUAGES

Introduction by Leonardas Dambriūnas

Jan Otrębski, one of the most noted scholars of the Baltic and Slavic languages, recently celebrated his 75th birthday. It is,
therefore, an appropriate occasion to survey the academic life and contributions to linguistics of this outstanding scholar. 

Jan Otrębski was born in Poland in 1889. He began higher studies in 1909 in Warsaw University under prof. J. F. Karski. In
1913 he received the degree of candidate of sciences in history-philosophy from the University of Warsaw and at the same
time earned a gold medal in a competition for a study of Belo-russian dialects in the Vilnius Gubernia (Očerk belorusskich
govorov Vilenskoj gubernii). Later on he continued studies in Leipzig under the noted linguists K. Bruganann, E. Windisch,
and A. Leskien. J. Otrębski received a doctorate from the University of Cracow in 1920. His doctoral dissertation, under the
guidance of prof. J. Rozvadowski, was: Przyczynki do gramatyki porównawczej języków indoeuropejskich. In 1921 he
began working at the University of Vilnius, heading the Department of Indoeuropean Languages. After 1930 he became an
ordinary professor at the University of Vilnius. 

In 1940, when the University of Vilnius again came under Lithuanian authority, Otręnbsky was appointed head of the
Department of Polish Philology and the Department of Classical Philology. After the war, in 1945, Otrjnbski returned to
Poland. After 1947, at the University of Poznan, he became the head of the Department of Baltic Languages and founded
and edited a linguistic journal, Lingua Posnaniensis, to which linguists from many countries contributed. 

Although Otrębski's studies concern various languages (Indoeuropean in general, the Slavic and even Latin languages)
and various branches of linguistics (grammar, dialectology, etymology, et. al.), his major contributions are on the Lithuanian
language. Among these works, the foremost is the planned five-volume comprehensive grammar of the Lithuanian
language (Gramatyka języka litewskiego). Three volumes of this work already have been published (see Bibliography
below). At the moment this is the most extensive and current grammar of the Lithuanian language, dealing not only with
the contemporary literary language, but also with its historical aspect as well. 

It is impossible to enumerate all the important contributions of Jan Otrębski within a brief introductory note. The best
indicator of his outstanding contribution to Baltic linguistics is the bibliography of his works. The following is a complete list
of his studies and review articles on the Baltic languages, prepared by his wife Elena for the personal use of the author of
this introduction. However, since the bibliography may be useful to other linguists, I am happy to publish it here. 
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ABBREVIATIONS:
 

BzN — Beiträge zur Namenforschung (Heidelberg). 
 InF — Indogermanische Forschungen (Berlin). 

 LP — Lingua Posnaniensis (Poznan). 
 Slav. Occ. — Slavia Occidentalis (Poznan) 

 (Rev.) — Review article
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Présenté dans la séance du 11 février 1929." Bulletin de l'Académie polonaise des sciences et des lettres. Cracovie, 1929,
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5. "Une survivance du prétérit indoeuropéen en k en lituanien." Prace Filologiczne, t. XV, cz. I, 1930, pp. 236-240.
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rovesnik, pp. 46-49; W sprawie genezy krôtszego praeteritum w języku litewskim, pp. 159-160; 0 litewskim imperatywie na
-kio siowianskim imperatywie na -j', pp. 161-164.) 

11. "Sprachwissenschaftliche Beitraege. 1. Slav. *nin 'neu, jung': pr. nauns 'neu'. " Zeitschrift fuer slavische Philologie
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20."Lietuvių kalbos žodynas, t. I. Redagowat J. Balčikonis. Wilno 1941." (Rev.) Slav. Oec., XVIII, 1947, pp. 395-404. 
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24. "Lietuvių kalbos žodynas, t. II, C-F. Redaktor J. Balczy-konis. 1947." (Rev.) Slav. Occ., XIX, 1948, pp. 482-486. 
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29. "Jan Rozwadowski: Studia nad nazwami wöd slowianskich. Dzielo pośmiertne. Cracovie 1948." (Rev.) LP, I, 1949, pp.
278-286.

 
30. "Uczcijmy ks. Jakuba Wujka!" Polonia Sacra (Krakow), rok III, zeszyt 1-2, 1950, pp. 7-19.



31 "La formation des noms de lieux en lituanien." LP, II, 1950, pp. 4-43.

32. "Miscellanėes onomastiques. 2 Pol. Olkieniki et Orany. 3. Rus. et pol. łotyš 'letton'. 4. L'Origine du nom Mieszko." LP,
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33. "Julius Pokorny: Indogermanisches etymologisches Woerter-buch, Lief. 1-3 (1948-1949). Bern." (Rev.) LP, II, 1950, pp.
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34. "J. Endzelins: Baltu valodu skanas un formas. Riga 1948." (Rev.) LP, II, 1950, pp. 268-274.

 
35. "Ernst Fraenkel: Die baltischen Sprachen. Ihre Beziehungen zu einander. Heidelberg 1950." (Rev.) LP, II, 1950, pp.
274-277.

 
36. "J. J. Mikkola : Urslavische Grammatik. II. Teil — Konsonantismus (1942). II. Teil — Formenlehre (1950). Heidelberg."
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1951, pp. 169-186; IV, 1953, pp. 31-59.

 
39. "Julius Pakorny: Indogermanisches etymologisches Woerterbuch.- Lief. 4-5. 1950/51. Bern." (Rev.) LP, III, 1951. pp.
313-315.

 
40. "Woerterbuch der litauischen Schriftsprache. Litauischdeutsch. Bearb. von Niedermann, Senn, Salys. Bd. II, Bogen 29-
40. Heidelberg 1950/51." (Rev.) LP ,111, 1951, pp. 313-315.

 
41. Beitraege zur Namenforschung. Zweiter Jahrgang 1950/51. Heidelberg.' (Rev.) LP, III, 1951, pp. 316-320.
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German translation: Sovietwissensehaft, 1955, nr. 2-3.
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47. "Aus der Geschichte der litauischen Sprache." LP, V, 1955, pp. 23-40.

 
48. "Ueber die Herkunft des Preussennamens." LP, V, 1955, pp. 76-78.

 
49. "Nina Borowska" (en français). LP, V, 1955, pp. 241-250.

 
50. Gramatyka języka litewskiego. Tom III. Nauka o formach. Warszawa, 1956. IX, 377 pp.

 
51. "Nina Borowska 1922-1953." Onoma (Louvain), 1955/56, pp. 172-173.

 
52. "Dùlgas." BzN, Jg. 8, 1957, pp. 280-281.

 
53. "Max Vasmer: Russisches etymologisches Woerterbuch. Zweiter Band." (Rev.) LP, VI, 1957, pp. 175-181.

 
54. "Ernst Fraenkel: Litauisches etymologisches Woerterbuch (aba-mala)." (Rev.) LP, VI, 1957, pp. 181-182.
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56. "Institut de la langue et de la littérature lituaniennes de l'Academie des sciences de la République Lituanienne
Socialiste Sovietique à Vilna." LP, 1957, pp. 188-191.

 
57. "Lietuvių kalbos žodynas." LP, VI, 1957, pp. 192-193.



58. Teksty litewskie. I. Teksty dawne. Warszawa, 1957, 80 pp.

59. "Die litauischen Verben von Typus rėžti." Zeitschrift fuer vergleichende Sprachforschung (Goettingen), Bd. 75, Heft 3/4,
1958, pp. 207-210.

60. Gramatyka języka litewskiego. Tom. I. Wiadomości wstępne, nauka o gloskach. Warszawa, 1958, XV, 394 pp.
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73. "Tiemamen als Gewaessernamen in Litauen." BzN, Jg. 10, 1959, pp. 24-27.
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