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THE ART OF VYTAUTAS O. VIRKAU

The work of Vytautas Virkau is an outstanding example of what is often referred to by art critics as the Chicago School.
Franz Schultze, art critic of the Chicago Daily News, has written of his work: "For Vytautas Virkau .. . the figure figures not
at all. He is a landscapist, moreover of abstract proclivities, and he follows objective nature only up to the point where it
collides with his subjective notions about it, whereupon it yields to those notions. Since that point is quickly reached, his
work looks rather like the product of the studio than of the outdoors. It is highly formalized and conscientiously planned —
the floral or the arboreal motif is more important than the flower or the tree. This makes him sound like an heir of Cezanne,
which he is, — to his credit. What he is not (and perhaps no less fortunately) is that breed of action painter who,
Rorschach-like "sees" sunsets, rainbows, and wheatfields in the meanderings of his paint and then calls his products
"landscapes", ex post facto. Virkau's work is too clean and hard, too legible and intentional for that. Furthermore, he is wise
enough to know the value of space in landscape painting, and he articulates this element, especially in his recent pieces,
by means of short staccato brush strokes that add up to persuasive value gradations and consequent special recessions.
His high-key color, together with the unprepossessing emotional tone of his subject, causes the lightness of mood
heretofore mentioned. But lightness can be seriously handled, and therein lies the virtue of Virkau."

Virkau was born in Lithuania in 1930. From 1946 to 1949 he studied in Munich, Germany. Upon his arrival in the United
States in 1951, he attended the University of Chicago and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, where he obtained his
Master of Fine Arts degree in 1956. At present he is on the art faculty at George Williams College in Chicago.

Vytautas Virkau has participated in many individual and group exhibits. A list of his exhibits follows:

1956 University of lllinois, Urbana
Midwestern Printmakers, 1020 Art Center, Chicago
National Exhibition of Prints, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
1957 Hyde Park Art Center, Chicago
1958 International Institute, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Willistead Art Gallery, Windsor, Canada
1959 Chicago and Vicinity Exhibition, The Art Institute oj Chicago
1960 First Chicago Invitational Exhibition
(Frumkim, Holland, Superior Street Galleries)
Chicago and Vicinity Exhibition, The Art Institute of Chicago.
Contemporary Arts Association, Houston, Texas
1961 Second Chicago Invitational Exhibition
1962 Graphics Exhibition, Ulm and Freiburg, Germany
1963 Chicago and Vicinity Exhibition, The Art Institute of Chicago
Gres Gallery, Chicago, one-man show
Second Annual Chicago Arts Festival (Honorable Mention)
1964 Chicago Public Library (one-man show)
67th Annual, The Art Institute of Chicago
Gres Gallery, award winners
Chicago Retrospective, Hyde Park Art Center
"Eye on Chicago" Ill. Inst. of Technology
"The Chicago School 1954-1960" Hyde Park Art Center
1965 Center for Continuing Education (one-man show
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"ROLLING LANDSCAPE" oil 40"x34" 1962
Collection: Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weitze,

"HYDROPHYTIC LANDSCAPE" oil 38"x36" 1963
Collection: Mr. and Mrs. Vvtautas Vepstas



"FULL RESPLENDENCE" oil 46"x44" 1964



"SEASON OF SUMMER" oil 48" x 46" 1963
Collection: Mr. and Mrs. David Green
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"SERPENTINA" oil 48"x46" 1964
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"NEW PRAISE" oil 36"x32" ?964




Collection: Mr. and Mrs. A. Kucitinas



